
 

 

Vernon County Outdoor 
Warning Siren FAQ’s 

 

What does it mean when I hear the outdoor 
warning sirens?                                                       
In short, it means that something life-
threatening is happening and you should go indoors and get more information. 

What should I do when I hear the outdoor warning sirens?                                          
When the sirens are heard, go inside and tune to local media to get more information. 
Make sure you have several ways to receive emergency alerts including weather. (NIXLE, 
NOAA weather radio, Smartphone weather app, Television, Radio, Local Community 
Social Media)                                                                                  

How often and when do the outdoor warning sirens get tested?    
The sirens get tested monthly from April-September on the first Monday of the month. 
Some municipalities test their sirens at the same time daily. 
 
What are the circumstances that the sirens get set off for? 
Severe Weather, Tornadoes, Straight Line winds, Large Hail, Hazardous Materials 
Incidents, Flash Flooding that affects a community, or other life safety events. 
 
Why can I not hear the sirens while indoors? 
The outdoor weather sirens are not meant to alert you while indoors such as your home 
or business. They are meant to alert you in your outdoor activities. Again, make sure you 
have several ways to receive emergency notifications. (NIXLE, NOAA weather radio, 
Smartphone weather app, Television, Radio, Local Community Social Media)  
 
Who has the ability to set the sirens off? 
The sirens are set off by the Sheriff’s Department Dispatch Center with being requested 
by Emergency Management, a Fire Department, Law Enforcement, or the National 
Weather Service.  
 
Should I Call 911 or my local emergency service when I hear the outdoor warning siren 
to find out what is going on? 
The short answer is no, they will be busy working with Fire and Law Enforcement to get 
them out as storm spotters. This is why it is good to have at least 3 ways to receive 
emergency alerts. 
 

If you have further questions you can visit: 
https://www.vernoncounty.org/departments/emergency_management/index.php 
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